
There are three ways to use a semicolon:
1. To link closely connected independent clauses.

2. To link independent clauses separated with a transitional phrase.

3. To separate items in a series containing other punctuation.

Use the semicolon to link closely connected independent clauses
If two independent clauses (a group of words that can stand alone as a complete sentence) are closely connected in form and idea, you can join them using a semicolon rather than a period.
Example: In 1800, a traveler needed six weeks to get from New York City to Chicago; in 1860, the trip by railroad took two days. 

Note that you cannot use a comma to join independent clauses; doing so results in a grammatical error known as a comma splice. 
Tip: To test if a word group is an independent clause, use the “yes/no test”. Turn the word group into a yes/no question; if the yes/no question makes sense, the word group is an independent clause.
Use the semicolon to link independent clauses separated with a transitional phrase.

Transitional phrases are words such as “however”, “furthermore”, “indeed”, “for example”, etc. When a phrase like this appears between two independent clauses, you can use the semicolon to join them.


Example: Many argue that Hemingway was the best writer of his time; however, I 

prefer Fitzgerald. 
Use the semicolon to separate items in a series containing other punctuation.

Usually, commas are used to separate items in a series. However, when the items listed contain commas or other punctuation marks, use semicolons between the items to make the sentence clearer and easier to read. 


Example: Anthropology encompasses archaeology, the study of ancient 

civilizations through artifacts; linguistics, the study of the structure and development of language; and cultural anthropology, the study of language, customs, and behavior. 
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