
· What is a sentence fragment?

A sentence fragment is a dependent clause which pretends to be a sentence. A real sentence has an independent clause (it can stand on its own) with a subject and a verb.
· How do I recognize a sentence fragment?

Is it missing a verb?

Is it lacking a subject?

Is it just a subordinate clause (begins with a word like after, although, because, if, though, when, where, etc)?

If the answer is YES to any of these, you’ve found a sentence fragment.
· How do I fix a sentence fragment?

1) Attach the fragment to a nearby sentence, or

2) Turn the fragment into its own sentence.
· Examples

Many poets have written about nature. For example, Robert Frost and Emily Dickinson. 

· Why is it a fragment? It has no verb.

· How can it be fixed?
1) Robert Frost and Emily Dickinson, for example, are poets who have written about nature.

2) Many poets have written about nature. Robert Frost and Emily Dickinson are two such poets.

She was upset in the morning. Because the cat ate the bird.
· Why is it a fragment? This is a subordinate clause; it starts with “because” and doesn’t include an independent clause. 

· How can it be fixed? 
1) She was upset in the morning because the cat ate the bird.

2) She was upset in the morning. She found that the cat had eaten the bird. 
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