
Brainstorming 

If you don’t have any ideas… 

• Reread the requirements for the assignment 

• List the topics that you’ve learned about in class that relate to the assignment What topic 

most interested you? What topic do you know the most about or feel the most 

comfortable with? You can’t only repeat what you’ve gone over in class, but with that 

starting point, you can explore other perspectives on the topic, or maybe other writings by 

those same scholars depending on the topic and class.  

• Talk to your professor–– if you’re respectful with your questions and explain that you’ve 

been trying to come up with something and what you’ve done or looked at so far, they’ll 

probably help you find a starting place. They’ll probably be less willing to help you if 

you try to have this conversation the day before.  

 

Once you have a topic… Or if you already have a topic… 

They Say/I Say 

Write out what the various takes on the topic you’ve read inside or outside of class. After this, 

you can figure out what you might like to argue. Do you think one group has it right? Is there a 

way to combine two perspectives into one that you find convincing? Do you have a completely 

different idea? 



 
 



 

Brain map 

Put a circle with your topic in the middle of the page. Draw branches out to note subtopics. From 

these draw out more lines from each to show further subtopics, or arguments in favor of a certain 

position.  

 
 

Categories 

You can do the same thing, but with a list of the various categories and not a map.  



 
 



Come to the WC 

We can help you think through your ideas and clarify your topic! 

 

Outlining 

Write your thesis statement.  

In part, your thesis helps you set up a road map so your readers can follow what you are saying. 

If you have a thesis, you can follow your thesis in setting up an outline.  

Break down each of your main subpoints into the reasons why it is the case/evidence for your 

point.  

Keep in mind why you are ordering the points in the way you are. It might be chronological, 

comparison/contrasting, or based on how the reasons connect with each other. You can go back 

to reorder things if after writing you think you’ve found a different way to organize it.  

 



 



The WC staff is also available to help you outline or revise your outline! 


