LINFIELD COLLEGE

INQUIRY SEMINAR COURSE PROPOSAL

(Applicable for new seminars.  Please consult with David Sumner if you want to significantly revise an existing seminar)

INQUIRY SEMINAR OBJECTIVES

The overarching goal of the Inquiry Seminar is to introduce our students to the practices of inquiry, which form the foundation for the intellectual communities of the academy and the larger society. We believe this introduction is best accomplished by creating opportunities to conduct real inquiry within the classroom.  We also recognize that the Inquiry Seminar is a beginning and that students will continue to develop and refine the skills and habits of inquiry across courses and disciplines during their four years of study.

IDENTIFIED OBJECTIVES 

· Our students will frame key questions important to their own inquiry and to the understanding of a particular area of knowledge about which there is room for interpretation, ambiguity, and/or debate.

· Our students will discuss, draft, compose, and reconsider answers to such questions in ways appropriate to the field and compelling to an intended audience.

· Our students will engage and incorporate the voices of others to support their own learning and argumentation.  In doing so, they will conduct research using library resources cited according to the ethical expectations of their academic community.

· Our students will self-consciously and self-critically reflect on their own ways of thinking.  

· Our students will undertake all of these tasks, both as speakers and writers, using standard American English.  

Inquiry Seminar Guidelines
· Clear intellectual focus
· Frequent student discussion and other speaking opportunities:  class participation should be figured as part of the course grade
· Use of a common grammar/punctuation handbook for teaching and reference purposes
· Use of informal writing to help students explore course content and articulate questions (roughly 20 pages)
· At minimum, four formal writing projects using the writing process, including provision for feedback and

· Revision (roughly 25 pages of finished writing)
· At least one project requiring library/on-line research, hence discussion of research strategies
· Discussion of ways writing situations differ according to the writer’s audience and intent
Please submit a copy of this request to David Sumner, A559. 

Date Submitted 



   Department 




Title of Proposed Seminar








Instructor 





  Campus 




Semester in which seminar will be offered:  

1.  For newcomers to the Inquiry Seminar, participation in an early June summer workshop exploring the relationship between thinking, writing and inquiry learning is mandatory, with the carrot being a $600 faculty development stipend awarded to first-time instructors.  Please indicate your willingness to meet this requirement .
Will attend the June Workshop:  ____________
2.  Please provide a proposed course description of your seminar, identifying the central questions to be explored and likely texts for the course.

3.  Please describe the staffing implications for your department of your choosing to teach an INQS.  If adjunct replacement hours will be necessary to cover the course you are dropping to teach the seminar, indicate how many.

